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Let Teachers Become Discoverer and Constructor of Educational Knowledge
—Evidence from Shanghai
Mingxuan Zhang, Huixian Xia, Lingshuai Kong
Education College, Shanghai Normal University

Abstract: The importance of teachers’ professional development in improving the quality of
education is widely accepted in Chinese since twenty-first Century, but the effectiveness of
in-service teacher training has been questioned. In order to improve the effectiveness of in-service
teacher training, we extensively studied the world's new theory and practice of teacher
professional development from 1990s, reflected and summed up the training experience. We draw
the conclusion: the discovery and construction of educational knowledge and making tacit
knowledge be explicit are the important contents of the professional development of teachers.
Tacit knowledge is the important issue of contemporary philosophy, psychology and management
science. At present, there is lots of tacit knowledge in the teaching profession, but hasn’t been
given fully attention. If we explore the strategies and methods for promoting tacit knowledge to
be explicit knowledge and encourage teachers discover and construct educational knowledge, the
teachers will get effective professional development. Therefore, we have gradually formed the
theory of teachers’ professional development that “let teachers become discoverer and constructor
of educational knowledge” is the goal, and “make the tacit knowledge be explicit to promote
professional development” is the basic concept. Under the guide of this theory, we carried out the
characteristic implementation strategy in Shanghai experimental school and advanced training
innovation experimental class of junior high school teachers from Changning District of Shanghai
and achieved remarkable results.

Key Words: teacher professional development, educational knowledge, tacit knowledge,
Shanghai experimental school, advanced training innovation experimental class of junior high

school teachers from Changning District of Shanghai
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