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Abstract: Using the most recent General Social Survey of China, this paper investigates



over-education in China, and discusses the applicability of major over-education theories. Our
study shows that although over-education exists on China labor market, adequate education is still
the main employment situation. Moreover, ORU results imply that assignment theory can best
explain the mechanism of over-education in China, allocation inefficiency of labor force is the
major reason. Therefore, China should accelerate the structural reform of labor market to reduce
the extent of over-education.
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